
Dear After School Matters Supporters,  

Fall programs are in full swing, and After School Matters has been thriving! We are thrilled to announce 

that the 2016 After School Matters Gala has been named the number one benefit in the city of Chicago 

by BizBash.  Founded in 2000, BizBash is the leading trade media for the event industry and ranks the 

top 100 events in the city each year. Click here to see our listing. 

It makes me proud to say that our teens are engaging in unique opportunities made possible by 

generous partnerships and dedicated supporters like you. On October 15, teens in our C.O.O.L. 

Communicators program met downtown for a day filled with a special curriculum on the Holocaust and 

other modern-day genocides led by guest instructors from University of Southern California Shoah 

Foundation. All in all, it was an incredible experience for our teens to engage with such a unique and 

meaningful curriculum. Read more about their experience here.  

 

A few days later, The Glass Mosaic program at Gallery 37 unveiled their final project at the Museum of 

Science and Industry. The piece, commissioned by Boeing to celebrate their 100th anniversary, was 

designed and created by our teens. You can view this piece of teen art at the Museum of Science and 

Industry in the Above and Beyond exhibit through January 8.  

 

 

On October 21, the Chicago Bulls 28th annual charity gala honored After School Matters as the evening’s 

community partner, while celebrating Board member Jerry Reinsdorf for his induction into the Naismith 

Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame and. An After School Matters partner since 2005, we are so grateful 

for the commitment and endless support that Board member Michael Reinsdorf and the Bulls have 

shown Chicago’s teens. Please enjoy this video showcasing the amazing impact the Bulls have on After 

School Matters. 

Our Development team is currently building an Individual Giving Program which continues to be a top 
priority for After School Matters and will help ensure our continued growth well into the future.  In an 
effort to expand and develop this program, a comprehensive calendar of appeals has been created and 
implemented.  The first direct mail appeal went out in the summer, seeking support for our summer 
programs, and raised over $8,000.  Before the end of the year, several additional mail appeals will be 
sent out to a variety of groups, and we will continue to keep you posted on the dollars raised.  We 
anticipate this being an area of significant growth for After School Matters. 
 

http://www.bizbash.com/school-matters-gala-1-benefit-2-benefiting-programs-local/gallery/192224
http://sfi.usc.edu/news/2016/10/12478-after-school-matters-pilots-new-iwitness-activity-chicago
http://www.msichicago.org/explore/whats-here/exhibits/above-and-beyond/
http://www.nba.com/bulls/video/teams/bulls/2016/10/22/1477144620822-20161021_EWCB_FINAL_NO_SPENCER-YouTube-sharing-copy-878435


On Saturday, October 22, After School Matters teens from Aztec 

Dance, Bike Repair and Safety (West Town Bikes), Mariachi (Juarez 

and Curie High Schools), and Move Me Soul South programs 

created costumes and performed in the Chicago Cultural Mile 

Halloween Parade.  The parade travelled down Columbus Drive 

and celebrated Chicago’s culture and arts.  

We were also a proud participant in this year’s Bank of America Chicago Marathon. Five brave runners 

represented After School Matters, and collectively, the Team raised 

nearly $18,000 to support our programming and Chicago’s teens. Thank 

you to all our runners, including David Maley, husband of Board 

member Judy Maley! 

Thank you all for your dedication to After School Matters and our teens! 

Gratefully, 

Mary Ellen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Maley 


