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After School Matters® Now Accepting Applications from Chicago 
Teenagers for Spring 2012 After-School Programs 

After School Matters to provide approximately 8,000 program opportunities  
for high school teens at nearly 100 locations across the city 

 
CHICAGO—After School Matters® is now accepting applications for its Spring cycle of 
after-school programs. The programs, which focus on the arts, communications, 
science, sports and technology, will be offered at 45 Chicago Public School high schools 
and more than 50 community organizations across the city, as well as downtown at 
Gallery 37 Center for the Arts. In total, approximately 8,000 program opportunities will be 
available in the Spring. A few of the many innovative programs being offered this Spring 
include: 
 

o sports37 (Schurz High School in Irving Park)—Teens will have the opportunity to 
train to become coaches, instructors or officials in a variety of sports such as 
basketball, football, baseball, soccer and volleyball and run sports programs for 
youth ages 6-12. 
 

o Hat Design and Construction (Gallery37 Center for the Arts in the Loop)—Teens 
will be introduced to the fashion industry and gain the skills they need to create a 
fashion-forward hat that demonstrates couture sewing techniques. The program 
will provide teens with the opportunity to sketch designs, learn about hat-specific 
materials as well as hat creation sewing and construction techniques.  

 
o Music Production: The Hero Mixtape (Street-Level Youth Media in West Town)—

Teens will have the opportunity to write music and lyrics and use recording studio 
equipment to produce a mixtape that they will promote, market and distribute to 
the public. 

 
o Sports Broadcasting (Curie High School in Archer Heights)—Teens will learn 

broadcasting techniques, including announcing and reporting, public speaking, 
filming, lighting and recoding skills, to produce a weekly TV segment about 
Curie’s sports teams that will be broadcast on the school’s televisions. 

 
o Urban Agriculture (Iron Street Farm in Bridgeport)—Teens will grow organic 

vegetables, herbs and flowers at an urban farm, participating in all phases of 
production to learn the skills required for sustainable, healthy food systems.  

 
Founded in 1991 by former Chicago First Lady Maggie Daley, After School Matters 
provides program opportunities that allow Chicago’s teens to explore and develop their 
talents while gaining critical skills for work, college and beyond. By anchoring out-of-
school-time opportunities around community organizations and “campuses”—each 



consisting of a public high school and a nearby park and library—After School Matters 
maximizes the use of existing public infrastructure and invigorates the surrounding 
neighborhoods.  
 
These out-of-school-time programs are free and open to all Chicago teen residents who 
are at least 14 years of age and currently enrolled in a Chicago Public Schools high 
school. In order to participate, teens must first apply online for the programs that interest 
them and then interview or audition with the program’s instructors.  
 
“Since our inception as a summer arts program, the opportunities we offer to Chicago 
teens have grown exponentially,” said Ray Orozco, CEO of After School Matters. “Now 
in our 20th year, we look forward to continuing to add unique program opportunities and 
expand our reach across the city to offer more out-of-school-time programming to those 
Chicago teens who need it most.” 
 
After School Matters believes providing a safe environment for teens after school is vital, 
as violent crimes soar between 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. – just after the school day ends and 
before parents return home from work.  
 
According to a 2007 study by the University of Chicago’s Chapin Hall Center for 
Children, teens who participated in three or more After School Matters programs are 
nearly two-and-a-half times more likely to graduate from high school than teens who did 
not participate. 
 
For more information about After School Matters and to apply for Spring programs, visit 
www.afterschoolmatters.org. Follow the organization on Twitter @aftrschoolmttrs and on 
Facebook at facebook.com/afterschoolmatters.  
 

~~~ 
 
After School Matters is a nonprofit organization that offers Chicago public high school 
teens high quality, out-of-school-time opportunities to explore and develop their talents, 
while gaining critical skills for work, college and beyond. Our hands-on, project-based 
arts, science, sports, technology and communications programs are delivered at 
Chicago public high schools, community locations across the city and downtown at 
Gallery 37 Center for the Arts.  After School Matters programs are developed and 
delivered through a network of public and private partnerships, including Chicago Public 
Schools, the Chicago Park District, the Chicago Public Library and a wide range of 
community organizations. 
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