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After School Matters® Gala Celebrates Chicago Teens and New Focus on STEAM 

(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics) Education Programming 
 

Annual event showcases Chicago teens’ talents in the arts, communications,  
science, sports and technology 

 
CHICAGO—More than 300 Chicago teenagers showcased their accomplishments, including interactive science 
and technology exhibits, at the After School Matters Annual Gala on Monday evening. This year’s Annual Gala 
reflected the organization’s focus on expanding quality programming for Chicago’s teens in the STEAM fields. 
The event, which was attended by approximately 900 civic, corporate and community supporters, also featured a 
number of teen performances as well as a variety of visual art displays.  
 
The Annual Gala, held in the Lakeview Terrace and Grand Ballroom of Chicago’s historic Navy Pier, was hosted 
by Mellody Hobson, chair of After School Matters and president of Ariel Investments, and Dr. Mary Ellen Caron, 
CEO of After School Matters. Honorary co-chairs for the evening included Mayor Rahm Emanuel and Ms. Amy 
Rule. Co-chairing the Gala were former Mayor Richard M. Daley; Anne Pramaggiore, president and CEO of 
ComEd; Patricia Hemingway Hall, president and CEO of Health Care Service Corporation; George Lucas, 
chairman of Skywalker Properties; Michael Sacks, CEO of Grosvenor Capital Management; and Paul La 
Schiazza, president of AT&T Illinois. 
 
For more than two decades, After School Matters has offered Chicago high school teens quality out-of-school 
time opportunities in the arts, communications, science, sports and technology that allow them to explore and 
develop their talents, while gaining critical skills for work, college and beyond. 
 
“After School Matters programs are filling a critical need for educational, fun and safe opportunities for Chicago’s 
youth to discover their potential and find their futures,” said Mellody Hobson, chair of After School Matters and 
president of Ariel Investments. “In addition to our established arts programming, this year, After School Matters 
has made a significant effort to expand our programming in the critical STEM fields—science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics. This fall, we have increased our STEM programs 23 percent from last fall.”  
 
The reception featured teen apprentices engaging guests through interactive displays focused on robotics, 
aviation and urban agriculture. The evening’s program included song and dance performances by teens from 
across the city in a variety of After School Matters programs, including the Ray Graham Drumline (Ray Graham 
Training Center High School), Move Me Soul (Austin Business and Entrepreneurship Academy), Hi Def Dance 
Ensemble (Gallery 37 Center for the Arts), a performance of the “Triumphal March” from Aida by the HHW Vocal 
Arts Ensemble (Gallery 37 Center for the Arts) in honor of Giuseppe Verdi’s 200th birthday, and a powerful song 
from the Tony award-winning musical Ragtime! performed by teens in the Musical Theater Experience program 
(Gallery 37 Center for the Arts). All visual art pieces displayed at the event were available for purchase, and will 
now be for sale, along with a variety of other one-of-a-kind, teen-designed items at the After School Matters Retail 
Store, located at 66 E. Randolph. All proceeds go back to support After School Matters programming.  
 
“It is essential that Chicago’s youth are provided safe and productive learning environments, both in and outside 
of school,” said Mayor Rahm Emanuel. “After School Matters has a long and valuable relationship with the City of 



Chicago. We work together to provide program opportunities to engage young people across the city, preparing 
them for college and successful futures. This summer, that meant providing 7,000 high school students with paid 
jobs, allowing them to spend their time in a productive manner, learning new skills and staying safe.” 
 
Studies show that teens involved in After School Matters failed fewer courses, graduated from high school at 
higher rates and had higher school attendance than students who did not participate (University of Chicago’s 
Chapin Hall Center for Children study, 2007). In fact, on average, After School Matters teens who participated in 
three or more After School Matters programs over the course of their high school career were in school 11.8 more 
days than other Chicago Public Schools teens (Chicago Allies for Youth Success analysis, 2011). After School 
Matters teens ranked higher than their peers for Freshman On-Track—a better indicator of high school graduation 
than race/ethnicity and socioeconomic status that finds students who are on-track at the end of their freshman 
year, in terms of core subject credits earned, are 3.5 times more likely to graduate high school in four years than 
off-track students. Over the past three years, the After School Matters Freshmen On-Track rate has risen from 77 
to 82 percent, 10 percent higher than that for teens who do not participate in After School Matters programs. 
  
“Everyday, After School Matters introduces Chicago teenagers to skills, opportunities, and most importantly, 
experiences that they would not have been aware of otherwise,” said Mary Ellen Caron, CEO of After School 
Matters. “Whether their interests lead them to programs in urban gardening, aviation, graphic design, lifeguarding 
or spoken word, each of our teens gain important career readiness fundamentals, including time management, a 
strong work ethic, problem-solving and interpersonal communication skills—all while having fun in a safe 
environment.” 
 
In honor of the Annual Gala, After School Matters supporter Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois projected After 
School Matters initials—“ASM”—in lights on the façade of their building in Chicago’s Loop for the evening, as did 
the Smurfit-Stone Building. 
 
The presenting sponsor of the After School Matters Gala is ComEd. Other Annual Gala sponsors include Ariel 
Investments, AT&T, BDT, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois, BMO Harris Bank, East Lake Management and 
Development Corporation, Grosvenor Capital Management, ITW and Walgreens.  
 
After School Matters Fall programs begin October 1, but there are still spots available in some programs. Teens 
can search and apply for programs online at www.afterschoolmatters.org. Follow After School Matters on Twitter 
at @aftrschoolmttrs and on Facebook at facebook.com/afterschoolmatters.  
 

~ ~ ~ 
ABOUT AFTER SCHOOL MATTERS: 
Founded in 1991 by former Chicago First Lady Maggie Daley, After School Matters is a nonprofit organization that 
offers Chicago high school teens high quality, out-of-school time opportunities to explore and develop their 
talents, while gaining critical skills for work, college and beyond. Over the past two decades, more than 100,000 
teens have participated in our hands-on, project-based arts, communications, science, sports and technology 
programs at Chicago public high schools, community locations across the city and Downtown at Gallery 37 
Center for the Arts. After School Matters programs are developed and delivered through a network of public and 
private partnerships, including Chicago Public Schools, the Chicago Park District, the Chicago Public Library and 
a wide range of community organizations. www.afterschoolmatters.org 
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